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25 January 2017

Mr Paul French

convenors@cbdbug.org.au

Dear Mr French

Petition Reference: CA16/664334 and CA16/677106

Thank you for your petition requesting that Council install a grid of protected bike lanes within the
inner CBD.

Your petition has been investigated and it was considered by the Establishment and Coordination
Committee as delegate of Council during recess at the meeting on 23 January 2017. It was
decided that the petitioners be advised of the information below.

Council appreciates the passionate advocacy of Brisbane’s cycling community in prioritising and
delivering for enhanced cycling infrastructure across the city. Through our strong partnership with
the cycling community, Council has invested $220 million over the last eight years to build the
bikeway network. In the 2016-17 budget, Council committed a further $100 million to the bikeway
program over the next four years.

One of the biggest challenges facing Council is balancing the competing demands for road and
kerb space on our narrow CBD streets. As Brisbane continues to grow and develop, this
challenge will only get harder. Council aims to deliver a road network for all users and achieve an
appropriate balance between cycling and active transport, bus movements, bus set-down and
layover areas, loading zones, taxi areas and private vehicles. To achieve this balance and
improve safety, Council has reduced the speed limit on the majority of inner city streets from 50
km/h to 40 km/h.

Council has investigated the impacts of installing a grid of protected bi-directional separated bike
lanes and has determined that the installation would remove access to significant stretches of
road and kerb space, requiring the reallocation of traffic lanes, road capacity and kerbside
allocation. This would adversely affect public transport providers such as bus and taxi services.

The circulation of buses, taxi services, cyclists, pedestrians and general traffic for the next four to
five years is already likely to be heavily disrupted by major new developments, such as the
Queen’s Wharf Brisbane (QWB) project. Network changes required to enable construction of
these projects will place higher transport demands on George Street, Ann Street, Turbot Street,
Edward Street and Margaret Street. This will compromise Council’s short-term ability to reduce
the current public transport and general traffic capacity of these streets.

While it is acknowledged that bi-directional separated bike lanes could potentially improve use for
cyclists in the CBD, when considering upgrading infrastructure, Council must determine if the
benefits of the upgrade outweighs the impact to the city. In this case, installing bi-directional



separated bike lanes in the CBD could improve convenience for cyclists, but the impact to
kerbside parking allocation, public transport and traffic congestion would not justify the benefits.

It should also be noted that Council received a number of similar requests to install a grid of
protected bike lanes across the inner CBD in early 2016 prior to the Council election. At that time
the Lord Mayor publically confirmed that Council did not propose to install a grid of

bi-directional separated bike lanes in the CBD. Council’s recommendation on this matter remains
consistent with the Lord Mayor’'s previously announced position. As such, Council does not
propose to install the proposed grid of bi-directional separated bike lanes in the CBD.

Council will however continue to investigate alternative options on a case-by-case basis to
improve safety and awareness for pedestrians and cyclists.

Could you please advise the other petitioners of this information.

If you have any further questions, please contact Mr Mark Pattemore from Council’s Transport
Planning and Strategy, Brisbane Infrastructure on 07 3403 8888.

Yours sincerely

Emily Blake

Acting Council and Committee Officer
Council and Committee Liaison Office
City Administration and Governance

Copy to: Councillor Vicki Howard, Central Ward Office



