
 
 
 

 

 
Our ref: MC132598 
 
 
27 March 2023 
 
 
Mr Paul Fenech 
Co-convenor 
Brisbane CBD Bicycle Users Group 
brisbanecbdbug@gmail.com 
 
 
Dear Mr Fenech 
 
As discussed at the Active Transport Advisory Committee meeting on 23 November 2022, the 
Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) recently published new guidance for road 
authorities setting speed limits in Queensland.  
 
The Queensland Road Safety Technical User Volumes (QRSTUV): Guide to Speed 
Management details improvements to the Speed Limit Review (SLR) process, including 
consideration of a broader range of circumstances when determining a posted speed limit, as 
well as guidance on stakeholder consultation opportunities and communication requirements.    
 
Key changes to the SLR process within the QRSTUV: Guide to Speed Management include: 

• greater consideration of the 'place' function of a road in setting speed limits in highly active 
transport user areas and local access streets  

• updated guidance on where lower speed limits would be most appropriate based on 
factors such as environment, road class, road risk and road use information  

• further guidance to the Registered Professional Engineers of Queensland on consulting 
with stakeholders and inclusion of their information in helping determine an appropriate 
posted speed limit or other speed management measure  

• opportunity for non-members (excluding elected officials) of the Speed Management 
Committee to observe meetings. This change improves the transparency of the speed 
limit setting process   

• requirement for an appropriate communication strategy to advise of an SLR outcome, 
considering the outcome, impacted stakeholders and community  

• introduction of an initial desktop review to determine whether a full SLR is required  

• simplified process for changing posted speed limits for a group of similar roads. This 
change will enable road authorities' greater ability to review area wide speed limits  
cost-effectively. 

These changes will streamline the process and consider a broader range of circumstances 
when determining a posted speed limit, to better align with 'Movement and Place', and 
contemporary practice.  
 
 



 

 

Please find enclosed a communiqué outlining the key SLR changes, as the Queensland 
Government works to align with contemporary practice and the Queensland Road Safety Action 
Plan 2022–2024.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MARK BAILEY MP 
Minister for Transport and Main Roads 
 
Enc (1) 
  



 

 

 

 

Active Transport Advisory Committee (ATAC) – Communiqué 
 
Setting Speed Limits in Queensland - Guide to Speed Management (GSM) 
Involvement of speed-related factors in serious road crashes is well established, so speed limits play an important role in 
managing road safety.  

On 30 November 2022, the Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) published new guidance for the setting of 
speed limits in Queensland.  The new Guide to Speed Management (GSM) outlines the revised speed limit review (SLR) 
process for Queensland. Consistent and credible speed limits state-wide are critical to improved road safety through 
maximising voluntary road user compliance with speed limits.  

The recent revised Guide includes several important changes and aligns with Action 4 of the Queensland Road Safety 
Action Plan 2022-2024 to:  

'Review the speed limit hierarchy across Queensland with a view to reducing fatal and serious injury crashes 
through lower speeds. This includes targeted speed reductions in area where there are high numbers or vulnerable 
road users, improving the balance between Movement and Place'.   

Key changes to the SLR within the Guide include: 

• Greater consideration of the "place" function of a road in setting speed limits in High Active Transport User Areas 
(HATUA) and Local Access Streets.    

• updated guidance on where lower speed limits would be most appropriate, based on factors such as 
environment, road class, road risk and road use information.    

• further guidance to the RPEQ on consulting with stakeholders and inclusion of their information in helping 
determine an appropriate posted speed limit or other speed management measure.  

• opportunity for non-members (excluding elected officials) of the Speed Management Committee (SMC) to 
observe meetings. This change has been made to improve the transparency of the speed limit setting process.   

• requirement for an appropriate communication strategy to advise of a SLR outcome, considering the outcome, 
impacted stakeholders and community.      

• introduction of an initial desktop review to determine whether a full speed limit review (SLR) is required.  
• simplified process for changing posted speed limits on similar roads in bulk. This change has been made to 

enable road authorities' greater ability to review area wide speed limits in a cost-effective manner.      
 

These changes are designed to streamline the process and consider a broader range of circumstances when determining 
a posted speed limit, to better align with 'Movement and Place', and contemporary practice.  

In the coming months, TMR will provide training to state and local government technical officers and other key 
stakeholders to raise awareness of the new Guide and its requirements to support those  
undertaking SLRs.   

The Guide is available to view or download on TMR's website at  

https://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/business-industry/Technical-standards-publications/Queensland-Road-Safety-Technical-User-
Volumes/QRSTUV-Guide-to-Speed-Management.  


