Brisbane Central Business District Bicycle User Group
CBD BUG
GPO Box 2104
Brisbane 4001
brisbanecbdbug@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/cbdbug/

The Honourable David Crisafulli MP
Premier of Queensland

PO Box 15185

CITY EAST QLD 4002

Via email to: premier@ministerial.qld.qov.au

Dear Premier
Request for action on recommendations from 2013 Parliamentary Inquiry into Cycling Issues

We are writing to you requesting an update on the progress of the following recommendations (3
and 5) from the Report No. 39 - Inquiry into Cycling Issues Transport, Housing and Local
Government Committee November 2013.

Recommendation 3

The Committee recommends that the Department of Transport and Main Roads work with other
relevant agencies to address the current lack of centralised data collection and reporting for on- and
off-road cyclist injuries and fatalities.

Recommendation 5

The Committee recommends that the Department of Transport and Main Roads develop a strategy
to better document the incidence of bicycle-related injuries on roads in order to target appropriate
interventions more effectively.

The following table shows the significant under-counting of bicycle rider hospitalisations arising from
crashes on Queensland roads has not yet been addressed.

Queensland Transport and Main Roads (TMR) and Jamieson Trauma Institute (JTI) counts of
Qld road crash hospitalisations: 1 Jan 2019 to 31 Dec 2023

Road User Type TMR JTI JTIITMR
Bicyclist 1,857 4,823 2.6
Motor vehicle occupant® 28,466 26,506 0.9
Motorcyclist 5,335 10,374 1.9
Pedestrian 1,895 2,230 1.2
Other 313 457 1.5
Total 37,866 44,390 1.2

Note: » Encompasses road user types of “Driver” and “Passenger” reported by

TMR and “Car/Pick up” and “Heavy vehicle” reported by JTI
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The table on the previous page compares TMR published open data of reported hospitalisation-
severity traffic crash casualties with JTI reporting. JT| data covers on-road trauma related
hospitalisations in Queensland public acute hospitals. Private and non-acute hospitals were not
included in the data. The data only included patients who were admitted to hospital. Those who
were sent to hospital but not admitted are not included. JTI data is for 'on-road trauma" with place
of occurrence code Y924-street and highway. This data also excludes Mater South Brisbane
admissions. The TMR data includes bikeways, so the TMR undercount is likely to be even greater.

Definitions are as follows:

Casualty severity | Crash Locations Definition JTI Definition
Fatality human fatalities for all road users involved in
a crash. This includes any road users that
became fatalities within 30 days of the crash
as a result of injuries received in the crash.
Hospitalisation human road users that were sent to Hospital patients undergoing
from a crash. either surgical or non-
surgical procedures
during an episode of
care

Medical Treatment | human road users that received medical
treatment from Queensland Health at the time
of the accident but were not sent to hospital
from a crash.

Minor Injury human road users whose injuries did not
require medical treatment from Queensland
Health at the time of the accident.

We also note the “Medical Treatment” definition has some potential to miss some casualties i.e:
e road users receiving medical treatment a short time after the crash, and
e road users receiving medical treatment from a provider other than Queensland Health — these
users could have significant injuries treated outside Queensland Health downgraded to “Minor
Injuries”

The use of the word “accident” in the Medical Treatment and Minor Injury severity classes is
inappropriate, and request it be replaced by “crash” - for consistency with the other injury classes.

It is quite possible even the JTI data does not report the full extent of Queensland’s road trauma.
Given this, and the significant under-reporting in TMR data for motorcyclists (barely half of JTI's
count) and the very significant under-counting of cyclists (only 38.5% of JTI’s count), it seems clear
the data issues identified back in 2013 are yet to be addressed.

Given it is now more than a decade since the committee’s report was published we request urgent
action to rectify this undercounting.

Yours faithfully

Poul Frenchv

Paul French
Co-convenor
Brisbane CBD BUG
4 March 2026

Cc: Bicycle Queensland
Space4Cycling Brisbane



